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WEMCRANDUM FOR; Chairman, Topopraphic Suboommittee, JIC,
Washingten, D. C.

Subject: DNecisions of the U.3. Board on Geographical Hames.

1. T have recently discussed with Admiral Pryan, Hydrographer,
¥.5.N,, and some theatra groups of G-2 the effect of certain recent de-
cisions of USRGN upon the production of charts, maps and intelligence

tions. It has been concluded that JC3 should teke some action in
the matter for the guldsnce of Army sand Ravy map, chart and {ntelligence

publdshing agencles. ,

2. USBON is the agency established bty executive order for the
fixing of general rules and for rendering specific decisions with reapect
to the trestment of geographical place names, including rules for treat-
ment of forelgn h.nau:gs, systens of transliteration, names to be ap-
plied to new places, etc.

3. The Arny Mep Service is the extension of lis map production

to many forsign areas found itself greatly handicapped in attempting to
forsulate policies which would be consistent within themselves, and which
wuld lead to results consistent with the publications of the Hydro-
graphic Office and others. Although the USBON has been in officiel ex~
istence for many years, lack of personnel has rendered it lmpotent. The

. Peard was re-vitalised hy the application of OCE mapping and intelligence
funds with the view to having it prepares, through coordination with the
geversl intersgted Poderal agencies, rulss and policies urgently needed
for the vast mepping progras.

Le Unfortunately the Board has moved vory slowly, with the re-
sult that meny of iis decisions heve sppeared long after maps, charts
and intelligence producti: 'have been published. In rendering decisions,
the Board haa attempted, by direct correspondence from the Seoretary of
ths Intarior to the chiefz of the producing agemies, to enforce its
policies by demanding yevielon and re-issus of offending publisations.
Yurther, the Rosrd has reversed iiself in some cases, mullifying de-
oisions made meny yoars ago and considersd as firm by msp and chari pro-
ducers. In many ways it now appears that, although the Board has been
utrmex helpful, it is becoming srbitrary and iis operations mey prove

quite rrassing to the Far snd Navy Departaptits.
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To: Cheirman, Topographic Subcomtbea. . 1% vey 19hL.

‘ ' a statement
" fepl it casential, therefore, that JC3 isgue 8 & _

of ngmipisa’ for the aupport’ of Army and Navy umap, chart and ii;telxi
gﬂmé ﬂgénaian. Suggested draft of peper on thie subjact is attechwd

/o/ Herbert i. Loper

HERSERT B. LOPER :

Colonel, Corps of %%minaara,
OCP. Representatlve on

wopogrephicul Subcommittec.

2 Encle.y
¢y of draft "Functions®,

YSBN .
¢y of proposad draft of
JIC paper, in dupl.
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